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This shows the total cost in a code (using some word like ‘chronology’), with name, date and price for 
each purchaser. Unusually, the first was sold to a member of the Donegan family, and apparently at a 
cheaper price.

This shows the date, to whom sold, and the price. The first was sold on 24 February 1873 to Mr. L. Ivers, 
Knoxville, U.S.A. for twenty-two pounds. Knoxville is near Nashville in Tennessee.

A Donegan dial clock of about 1860. Both 
‘Donegan’ and ‘Dublin’ are surrounded by green 
shamrocks, a symbol of Ireland, and the hands 
have shamrock ends.

Photos on the left page. 
The dial of a Donegan gold watch that was 
specially commissioned for a member of the 
Catholic hierarchy. His ‘Works Register’ says 
its multi-colour gold dial (depicting St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome) cost 21 shillings. This compares 
to fourteen pence for a basic enamel dial. 
The presentation inscription on its case has 
unfortunately been filed off, presumably for 
recent commercial reasons. 
Next to it, its 14-size movement, number 8473. 
Its imported rough movement cost nine shillings, 
namely 4½ per cent of its total production cost of 
about ten pounds. The following is a breakdown 
of its costs in shillings and pence (with the 
total range of such costs in brackets). Rough 
movement 9/= (7/6 to 14/6), balance 1/6 (1/= 
to 18/=), jewelling 11/9 (2/9 to 18/9), movement 
engraving 4/6 (4 pence to 16/=), finishing 27/= 
(6/6 to 48/=), examining 7/6 (6/6 to 10/6), glass 
4 pence (4 to 27 pence), case 108/= (13/= for 
silver to 257/= for gold and enamel), escapement 
2/6, chain 1/4, motion 2/3, cap 2/=, gilding 3/=, 
polishing 3/9, etc. It was sold to Mr. [Phayse?] on 
25 January 1860 for £15-0-0.
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A small (6-size) gold and enamel watch no. 10810, 
with a crowned Irish harp that symbolises ‘Royal 
Ireland’. The numerous shamrocks were originally 
filled with green enamel, but presumably after 
being damaged, all such was removed to make it 
more presentable. It was sold on 15 April 1862 to 
‘Mr. O’Byrne, London’, for £20-0-0.

A gold sweep-second chronograph, no. 3993 of 
1852, with Donegan’s early address of ‘5 Upper 
Ormond Quay, Dublin’ on its dial. However, the 
vast majority of Donegan watch dials have his 
later address of ‘32 Dame St. Dublin’. 

One of Donegan’s astonishing ‘Harp’ clocks, of 
which at least eight are known. Standing nine feet 
(275 cm) tall, they date to the 1860s and incorporate 
a mercury barometer and thermometer. They were 
all made of Irish oak, covered with Celtic symbols, 
including a crowned harp, Irish pikes, shamrocks, 
an Irish wolfhound, two round towers, a lyre, and a 
Giant’s Causeway base!
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John Donegan’s impressive memorial grave in 
Glasnevin cemetery, north of Dublin’s city centre. 
It is in a privileged section, reserved for friends 
of the famous Irish patriot Daniel O’Connell. 
Donegan had made a gold watch for him, with 
his house ‘Derrynane’ engraved on its gold dial, 
in 1846. 

All photos on these pages were taken by the 
author. 

Right: invoice for gold lever watch 13760 and a 
fine gold chain, dated 5 September 1870. The 
address is 32 Dame Street, Dublin. After John 
Donegan’s death in 1862, the business was 
continued by his brother Patrick.
















